
Agenda  
City of Laurel  

City Council Meeting  
Tuesday, August 11, 2026  

6:30 PM  
 Council Chambers  

 

Welcome. . . By your presence in the City Council Chambers, you are participating in the process of 
representative government. To encourage that participation, the City Council has specified times for citizen 
comments on its agenda -- once following the Consent Agenda, at which time citizens may address the Council 
concerning any brief community announcement not to exceed one minute in duration for any speaker; and again 
following Items Removed from the Consent Agenda, at which time citizens may address the Council on any matter 
of City business that is not on tonight’s agenda.  Each speaker will be limited to three minutes, unless the time limit 
is extended by the Mayor with the consent of the Council.  Citizens may also comment on any item removed from 
the consent agenda prior to council action, with each speaker limited to three minutes, unless the time limit is 
extended by the Mayor with the consent of the Council.  If a citizen would like to comment on an agenda item, we 
ask that you wait until the agenda item is presented to the Council by the Mayor and the public is asked to comment 
by the Mayor. 
 
Any person who has any question concerning any agenda item may call the City Clerk-Treasurer's office to make an 
inquiry concerning the nature of the item described on the agenda. Your City government welcomes your interest 
and hopes you will attend the Laurel City Council meetings often. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call of the Council 

Approval of Minutes 

 1. Approval of Minutes from April 28, 2026. 

Correspondence 

 2. Fire Monthly Report - July 2026 

 3. Public Correspondence received before 8.7.2026 

Council Disclosure of Ex Parte Communications 

Public Hearing 

Consent Items 
Notice to the Public 

 
The Consent Calendar adopting the printed Recommended Council Action will be enacted with one vote. The 
Mayor will first ask the Council members if any Council member wishes to remove any item from the Consent 
Calendar for discussion and consideration. The matters removed from the Consent Calendar will be considered 
individually at the end of this Agenda under "Items Removed from the Consent Calendar." (See Section 12.) The 
entire Consent Calendar, with the exception of items removed to be discussed under "Items Removed from the 
Consent Calendar," is then voted upon by roll call under one motion. 

 4. Claims entered through August 7, 2026. 

 5. Approval of Payroll Register for PPE 8/2/2026 totaling $285,037.14. 
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Ceremonial Calendar 

Reports of Boards and Commissions 

 6. Budget/Finance Committee Minutes of July 28, 2026. 

Audience Participation (Three-Minute Limit) 
Citizens may address the Council regarding any item of City business that is not on tonight’s agenda. Comments 
regarding tonight’s agenda items will be accepted under Scheduled Matters. The duration for an individual speaking 
under Audience Participation is limited to three minutes. While all comments are welcome, the Council will not 
take action on any item not on the agenda. 

Scheduled Matters 

 7. Motion to allow Council Member Banks to be Absent From the City of Laurel For 
More Than 10 Days. 

 8. A Resolution Of The City Council Authorizing The Mayor To Reschedule City 
Council Meeting Set On Election Day. 

 9. A Resolution Of The City Council Authorizing The Mayor To Sign An Agreement 
With Susan B. Swimley And Tara Depuy, Attorneys And Counselors At Law For The 
Provision Of Legal Services For The City Of Laurel. 

Items Removed From the Consent Agenda 

Community Announcements (One-Minute Limit) 
This portion of the meeting is to provide an opportunity for citizens to address the Council regarding community 
announcements. The duration for an individual speaking under Community Announcements is limited to one 
minute. While all comments are welcome, the Council will not take action on any item not on the agenda. 

Council Discussion 
Council members may give the City Council a brief report regarding committees or groups in which they are 
involved. 

Mayor Updates 

Unscheduled Matters 

Adjournment 

  
The City makes reasonable accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person’s ability to 
participate in this meeting.  Persons needing accommodation must notify the City Clerk’s Office to make needed 
arrangements.  To make your request known, please call 406-628-7431, Ext. 2, or write to City Clerk, PO Box 10, 
Laurel, MT  59044, or present your request at City Hall, 115 West First Street, Laurel, Montana. 
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For the Month of:

CALLS * MAN HOURS **
53 905Training 160

1065

Calls *

Man Hours **

Structure Fire calls relating to structures (civil or otherwise)
MVA

Medical Assist Calls for Lift Assist and any assitance provided to EMS
Wildland Fire calls relating to grass, brush, crops, or vegetation. Also include outdoor trash fire
Public Assist

Canceled Calls that got canceled while enroute to the scene of call
Alarm Calls in response to fire alarms, whether false or real

Fire calls relating to Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVA), and other calls that relate to modes of transportation (extrications, rescues, traffic control, etc..)
Calls relating to any public safety (power lines, downed trees, hazmat, gas/water/oil line breaks, etc..

Definitions

The total number of fire calls we received and responded to for the monthThe total number of man hours put in by the personnel for the number of calls responded to for the month

Announcements:
Staffing DNRC trucks 10AM to 8PM. 

Fourth of July went well no major issues. 
Interviews for firefighter to hire in August. 

Laurel Fire Rescue

Jul-26

Total

Other Activities

Total Hours for the Month

Structure, 5

Canceled, 4

Public Assist, 13

Wildland, 13

MVA, 11

Medical Assist, 0

Alarm, 7

Call Type Breakdown

Structure Canceled Public Assist Wildland MVA Medical Assist Alarm
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Meeting Item: 7. 
ITEM REPORT 

 
To: City Council 
From:  
Meeting Date: August 11, 2026 
Department/Office: Clerks 
Item Name:  Motion to allow Council Member Banks to be Absent From the City of 

Laurel For More Than 10 Days. 
 
Summary:  
Motion at next City Council Meeting allowing Council Member Banks to be absent from the 
City for more than 10 days. 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
 
Budget: 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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Meeting Item: 8. 
ITEM REPORT 

 
To: City Council 
From: Brittney Harakal, Administrative Assistant 
Meeting Date: August 11, 2026 
Department/Office: Clerks 
Item Name:  A Resolution Of The City Council Authorizing The Mayor To Reschedule 

City Council Meeting Set On Election Day. 
 
Summary:  
This resolution proposes moving the regularly scheduled City Council meeting from Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026, to Monday, November 2, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. The meeting is being 
rescheduled due to November 3 being Election Day. Approval of the resolution will formally 
establish November 2, 2026, as the date and time for the meeting. 
 
Recommended Action: 
Staff recommends approval of the resolution to move the November 3, 2026, City Council 
meeting to November 2, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. due to Election Day. 
 
Budget: 
N/A 
 
 
Attachments: 
1. R26-49 Approve Reschedule of Council Meeting - Election Day 
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R26-49 Approve Reschedule of City Council Meeting – Elections Day 

RESOLUTION NO. R26-49 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
RESCHEDULE CITY COUNCIL MEETING SET ON ELECTION DAY. 

  
 WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Laurel (hereinafter “the City”) has a 
regularly-scheduled City Council Meeting on November 3, 2026 at 6:30 p.m;    
 
 WHEREAS, November 3, 2026, is the recognized holiday of Election Day;  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to move the November 3, 2026 City Council 
Meeting to November 2, 2026, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel, 
Montana, that the November 3, 2026 City Council Meeting is hereby moved from November 
3, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. to November 2, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 11th day of August, 2026, by 
Council Member _____.  
 
 PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel the 11th day of 
August, 2026.  
 
 APPROVED by the Mayor the 11th day of March, 2026.   
 
       CITY OF LAUREL 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Kris R. Vogele, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kelly Strecker, Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Ryan C. Addis, Civil City Attorney 
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R26-50 Approve Agreement with Susan B. Swimley and Tara Deputy, Attorneys and 
Counselors At Law 

RESOLUTION NO. R26-50 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH SUSAN B. SWIMLEY AND TARA DEPUY, 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW FOR THE PROVISION OF LEGAL 
SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF LAUREL. 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel, Montana,  
 
 Section 1:  Approval.  The Agreement between the City of Laurel and Susan B. Swimley 
and Tara DePuy, Attorneys and Counselors at Law, a copy attached hereto and incorporated 
herein, is hereby approved. 
 
 Section 2:  Execution.  The Mayor and the City Clerk of the City of Laurel are hereby 
given authority to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
 Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 11th day of August 2026, by 
Council Member _____. 
 
 PASSED and APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Laurel the 11th day of 
August 2026. 
 
 APPROVED by the Mayor the 11th day of August 2026. 
 
       CITY OF LAUREL 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Kris R. Vogele, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Kelly Strecker, Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Ryan C. Addis, Civil City Attorney 
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SUSAN B. SWIMLEY, ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
ATTORNEY FEE AGREEMENT 

 
SCOPE of REPRESENTATION: Assist as needed Laurel City Attorney with all aspects associated with the State of 
Montana proposed mental health facility in Yellowstone County including but not limited consideration of existing 
lawsuit over the environmental Assessment dated June 12, 2026 
 
IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO MODIFY THIS AGREEMENT DURING THE COURSE OF YOUR REPRESENTATION, 
PARTICULARLY IF THE REPRESENTATION IS OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. FURTHERMORE, A NEW 
ATTORNEY FEE AGREEMENT WILL NEED TO BE COMPLETED SHOULD YOU REQUIRE WORK OUTSIDE OF THE 
SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION SET FORTH ABOVE. 
 
OUR ATTORNEY FEES FOR SERVICES ARE BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTORS:  1) AMOUNT AND 
CHARACTER OF THE SERVICES RENDERED; (2) LABOR, TIME AND DIFFICULTY INVOLVED; (3) IMPORTANCE 
OF THE SERVICES; (4) PROFESSIONAL SKILL AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY; (5) CHARACTER AND STANDING 
OF THE ATTORNEY IN HER PROFESSION; AND (6) RESULTS OBTAINED AS A RESULT OF THE SERVICES. 
 
UNLESS OTHERWISE AGREED UPON, THE HOURLY RATES SET FORTH BELOW WILL BE USED BY US IN YOUR 
CASE OR MATTER AS A GUIDELINE IN SETTING OUR ATTORNEY FEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE 
FACTORS.  

 
Susan B. Swimley                              $225.00  
Tara DePuy                                    $225.00 
Paralegal/ office assistant                       $ 65.00    
 

 
IN ADDITION TO FEES FOR SERVICES, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO PAY ALL COSTS ADVANCED AND 
EXPENSES INCURRED THAT ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE PERFORMANCE OF LEGAL SERVICES.  
THESE INCLUDE THE COSTS OF INVESTIGATION, SERVICE OF PROCESS, FILING FEES, DEPOSITIONS, 
TRAVEL, LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CHARGES, POSTAGE, PHOTOCOPYING, FAX CHARGES, TITLE WORK, 
COMPUTER RESEARCH CHARGES AND OTHER OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSES, AS WELL AS A $65.00 FILE-
OPENING FEE. 

 
YOU WILL BE BILLED MONTHLY FOR ATTORNEY FEES FOR LEGAL SERVICES AND OTHER CHARGEABLE 
EXPENSES ARE REQUIRED TO BE PAID WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE MONTHLY 
STATEMENT.  A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1.25% PER MONTH, WHICH IS AN ANNUAL RATE OF 15%, WILL BE 
IMPOSED ON ANY BALANCE NOT PAID WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF BILLING. IF PAYMENT IS NOT MADE 
WITHIN NINETY (90) DAYS OF THE DATE OF BILLING, SUSAN B. SWIMLEY MAY SUSPEND WORK ON YOUR 
BEHALF UNTIL YOUR ACCOUNT IS BROUGHT CURRENT. 
 
IF ANY COLLECTION PROCEDURES ARE COMMENCED ON A PAST DUE ACCOUNT, YOU ARE 
OBLIGATED TO PAY COSTS INCURRED, REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES AND COLLECTION FEES AND 
EXPENSES. 

 
I HAVE READ AND AGREE TO THE FOREGOING. 
 
DATED THIS ____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 

CLIENT(S) SIGNATURE:  

PRINTED NAME(S):  
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