
Agenda  
City of Laurel  

City/County Planning Board   
Wednesday, September 16, 2026  

6:00 PM  
 City Hall  

 
 
 
Pledge of Alleigence 

ROLL CALL 

Public Input 
Citizens may address the committee regarding any item of business that is not on the agenda. The duration for an 
individual speaking under Public Input is limited to three minutes. While all comments are welcome, the committee 
will not take action on any item not on the agenda. 

General Items 

 1. Approval of Minutes from August 19, 2026 

New Business 

Old Business 

 2. Appoint New Vice Chair 

   New Vice Chair Committee Report 

 3. LUPA Update 

Other Items 

Announcements 

 4. LUPA Steering Committee meeting will be on October 9, 2026, at 1:00 PM. 

 5. Public Hearing at the October Meeting for Zoning and Subdivision for Goldberg 
Sporting Estates. 

 6. Next City/County Planning Board meeting will be October 21, 2026, at 6:00 PM. 

  
The City makes reasonable accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person’s ability to 
participate in this meeting. Persons needing accommodation must notify the City Clerk’s Office to make needed 
arrangements. To make your request known, please call 406-628-7431, Ext. 5100, or write to City Clerk, PO Box 
10, Laurel, MT 59044, or present your request at City Hall, 115 West First Street, Laurel, Montana. 
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1610 Poly Drive | PO Box 20953 | Billings, MT 59104 | (406) 256.1920 | interstateeng.com 

Laurel MLUPA Steering Committee Report 

To: Laurel City-County Planning Board 

Subject: Laurel Forward 2045 Scope and Timeline Discussion 

Date: September 8, 2026 

 

On August 28, 2026, Interstate Engineering met with the Laurel Forward 2045 Steering Committee to discuss 

next steps for Laurel Forward 2045 following discussion of the project’s scope at the August 19th Planning 

Board meeting. The Steering Committee is comprised of Mayor Vogele, Planning Director Kurt Markegard, 

City Planner Forrest Sanderson, and Planning Board members Laura Kirschenmann, Ron Benner, and Judy 

Goldsby. 

 

The Steering Committee expressed concerns that the original timeline and project scope did not allow enough 

opportunity for public engagement or analysis. The committee suggested extending the timeline to June 2027 

rather than December 2026 to address three main priorities. These priorities include: 

1. Expanded public engagement. The Steering Committee would like the project to include more 

opportunities for public engagement. Extending the project timeline would allow for more 

opportunities for the community to provide feedback and ensure public ownership of the plan. If 

approved, additional engagement opportunities will be determined in coordination with city. 

2. Infrastructure analysis. The city’s contracted engineering firm, Morrison-Maierle, will complete an 

initial assessment of Laurel’s infrastructure by early 2027. Laurel’s infrastructure will ultimately 

determine the city’s future growth and land use opportunities, and ideally Laurel Forward 2045 would 

include a recent and comprehensive analysis of the city’s infrastructure systems. The Steering 

Committee supported extending the project timeline to allow for additional infrastructure coordination 

with Morrison-Maierle to strengthen the land use plan’s recommendations and ensure the plan is 

realistic, actionable, and compliant with MLUPA. 

3. Expanded analysis. The Steering Committee expressed concern that the requirements outlined in 

MLUPA do not meet Laurel’s needs. Extending the project timeline and broadening the scope of the 

project would allow additional analysis on topics such as major local employers, development 

opportunities, and/or expanding the planning area. If approved, additional analysis will be 

determined in coordination with city. 

 

The decision before the Planning Board today is to decide whether the land use plan’s timeline, scope, and 

budget should be revised to advance the priorities above. Following that decision, Interstate Engineering will 

convene discussions with appropriate city staff and Steering Committee members to recommend a path 

forward. 
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